
  For this reason, I have chosen to focus on the Catholicity of our schools in this newsletter, and 
through inserts in your school newsletters throughout this school year.  

The commitment to our Catholic faith is expressed prominently in our Board mission statement:   

Walking together in Christ’s light, with parish and family, we are called to build a safe and inclusive Catholic learning community, 
and to serve as partners in the formation of life-long learners by:  Living our faith; Promoting educational achievement and                          
innovation, and; Fostering stewardship, leadership and social justice. 

  We know that from the moment parents contemplate choosing the right school for their child, to the day of graduation, the quality 
of your child’s school is a serious weight on your mind.  School is the place where your child spends most of his or her days,                  
learning important academic and social skills and growing in body and mind.  We also know that faith, in the heart of parents, and 
the desire to pass the gift of faith on to their children, is a factor that led, and continues to lead, parents to entrust their children to us, 
the Catholic school board of Chatham-Kent and Sarnia-Lambton.  It really doesn’t matter whether we’re strong in our faith, or still 
growing in our relationship with God, our desire for a faith-based education for our children unites us.  The scriptures tell us that 
even faith the size of a mustard seed is sufficient to move mountains! 

  Within our 28 Catholic schools, among our 9,000 students and 1,200 employees, and throughout our large and diverse region of 
Southwestern Ontario in the Roman Catholic Diocese of London, our classrooms and schools are places where children grow in     
spirit and faith, learning about God’s love and discovering life’s purpose.  We are a Catholic school system in pursuit of the best that 
Catholic education has to offer.  We provide excellent educational opportunities and we are proud to teach Catholic values which 
provide opportunities for spiritual growth. Like you, we want our young people to develop a strong moral compass in their lives.  
Your choice of Catholic education means the following for your child:  

 The teachings of Jesus permeate the school culture and the curriculum; 

 Prayer, faith celebrations, social justice outreach and sacramental preparation are part of our school culture; 

 Strong home-school-parish connections are encouraged and facilitated. 

While our Catholic elementary schools are open to children of baptized Catholics, it is important to note that enrolment in our                   
Catholic secondary schools is open to all students desiring a Catholic education, including those from Catholic elementary schools, 
public elementary schools, private schools and home-schoolers.  Visitors often tell us that they witness something unique when they 
visit one of our schools – a close-knit, caring community with high standards of behaviour and achievement and one that is rooted in 
our Catholic faith. We know that these observations are not coincidental — they exist precisely because where two or more are      
gathered in His name, our God is there with us. 

  In the following pages, you will find a collection of some of the information about the Catholicity of our schools.  I encourage you 
also to be a frequent visitor to our Board website at www.st-clair.net where we prominently display examples of “Living Our                  
Mission”.  In addition, each month, in your school newsletter you will find more insights and information on this topic. 

  My prayer is that 2017-2018 will be a tremendous faith-filled year for your children and your entire family! 

Focusing on Faith in 
Our Catholic Schools 

Dear Parents and Guardians, 

Over the summer, we have all enjoyed celebrations commemorating the 150th anniversary of 
Confederation in our great country of Canada.  Coincidentally, we also celebrate 150 years of 
Catholic education being included as a right of Catholic parents in our country’s constitution.  
Section 93 of the British North America Act, which guarantees this right for us and our                     
children, was an indispensable condition to persuade our Catholic ancestors to agree to the               
formation of this new country in 1867.   

  Because signs, symbols, lessons, practices and expressions of our Catholic faith are all-present 
in our Catholic schools, we may occasionally overlook them and take for granted the right of 
which our Catholic ancestors insisted, on our behalf 150 years ago.   
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Dear Friends,  

Catholic Education has been part of Ontario’s landscape and cultural fabric for over 160 
years. Even in the days before Confederation, Catholic parents desired to have their children 
educated in schools that taught them about God, about Christ’s love for us that we celebrate 
in our Church, and about His command to us to love and serve others. These lessons are no 
less important to parents and students today.  

In a world that seems to question and sometimes abandon the need for values, morals and 
standards of behaviour, our Catholic schools continue to guide our children on a path of 
Christian virtues and behaviours.  

The schools of the St. Clair Catholic District School Board work with our parishes, our              
families and the Diocese of London, to educate our Catholic youth and to invite them to be 
life-long followers of Jesus.  I am grateful for for the work of St. Clair Catholic, in helping 
parents to raise their children to know, love and serve God, our loving Father. 

Most Rev. Ronald P. Fabbro 
Bishop of London 

                     Faith in Our Learning 

Our Catholic schools are not duplicates of other publicly-funded education systems.               

Our programs and curricula adhere to Ministry of Education requirements; however, we 
approach learning from a Catholic perspective. Student learning is enhanced by Gospel                 
values and supported by staff members, who are committed to serving in Catholic schools.  
While fully compliant with the requirements of the provincial curriculum set by the Ontario 
Ministry of Education, our curriculum is distinctively Catholic, written by Catholic                          
educators for Catholic students.    

  Catholic curriculum is developed through our partnerships with Ontario’s Institute for 
Catholic Education (iceont.ca) and with     
the Catholic Curriculum Corporation 
(catholiccurriculumcorp.org).  As well,             
we work in partnership with commercial 
school resource developers, such as                 
Pearson Canada (www.pearsoncanada.ca), 
the publishers of Growing in Faith,               
Growing in Christ, the exciting new K-8 
Religion and Family Life program.  

  Faith development is integral to every part of the school day. In their school                
experiences, our students also answer their baptismal call to be the hands and feet 
of Christ, as we support missions and social justice initiatives, in aid of those in our 
communities and around the world, who need our help. 

  Catholic education views human life as an integration of the body, mind and spirit. 
Rooted in this vision, Catholic education fosters the search for knowledge as a                 
life-long spiritual and academic journey.  Our students’ experiences, from                              
Kindergarten to Grade 12, including the curricular and the extra-curricular                        
program, as well as liturgies, Masses and the prayer life of our schools, is designed 
to nurture their development of the Ontario Catholic Graduate Expectations.   The 
expectations of Catholic graduates, therefore, are described not only in terms of 
knowledge and skill, but also in terms of values, attitudes and actions. 



                     
      Page Three Ontario Catholic Graduate Expectations 

In 1998, the first edition of the Ontario Catholic School Graduate Expectations (OCGEs) was released within the Catholic                          

education community.  Immediately they were used as a framework for designing Ontario Catholic curriculum, in the development 
of youth leadership, teacher education and administrative programs and to support the work of local school board initiatives. 

In 2011, a second edition of the OCGEs was released.  After extensive consultation within the Catholic community, the seven over-
all and fifty-two specific expectations were validated and remained unchanged.  The second edition does however provide a revised                 
preface, a new format and samples of practice in the use of the document. 

The Institute for Catholic Education invites all stakeholders to continue to embrace and use the Ontario Catholic School Graduate 
Expectations. 

 

A Discerning Believer — formed in the Catholic Faith community, who celebrates the signs and sacred mystery 
of God’s presence through word, sacrament, prayer, forgiveness, reflection and moral living. 

 

An Effective Communicator — who speaks, writes and listens honestly and sensitively, responding critically in 
light of Gospel values. 

 

A Reflective, Creative and Holistic Thinker — who solves problems and makes responsible decisions with 
an informed moral conscience for the common good. 

 

A Self-Directed, Responsible, Life-long Learner — who develops and demonstrates God-given                 
potential. 

 

A Collaborative Contributor — who finds meaning, dignity and vocation in work which respects the rights of all 
and contributes to the common good. 

 

A Caring Family Member — who attends to family, school, parish and the wider community. 

 

A Responsible Citizen — who gives witness to Catholic social teaching by promoting peace, justice and the                 
sacredness of human life. 

 

A prayer for our students... 

Loving God 
Help us serve our young people as we live our faith.   

May they grow in their love of learning and their love of You. 
May they be blessed with courage and perseverance. 

Help them to find their true identity in You and empower them to be good stewards, 
building a world of reverence, peace, justice and joy. 

 
We ask this through Jesus, 

the One who teaches us how to live and serve. 
Amen. 
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The St. Clair Catholic District School Board is committed to providing 
quality Catholic education for our students, as identified in the Living 
our Faith priority of the Board Strategic Plan.  The Gospel values of 
Jesus Christ permeate every aspect of our daily school life, including 
the curriculum, instructional approaches and teacher/student resources. 
In keeping with this commitment, the only resource approved by the 
Bishops for delivering the new curriculum in our Ontario Catholic 
schools has been purchased for every school.  The program, Growing 

in Faith Growing in Christ, has been guided by the Catholic Elementary Curriculum Policy Document for Religious        
Education, Grades 1-8, the Catechism of the Catholic Church and the General Directory for Catechesis. 
  
“Growing in Faith, Growing in Christ creates strong links between home, school, and parish. The classroom                      
experience helps students to deepen their love of God and their neighbours. Using the best pedagogical practices, 
the program seeks to engage students in knowing and living their faith. This will not only help them today, but 
will also prepare them for tomorrow as they grow and mature and make significant contributions to our society 
as faith-filled Catholics who radiate the joy of believing.” 

- The Catholic Bishops of Ontario and Western Canada 
  
This new program published by Pearson Canada has now been purchased for every Grade 1 to 4 classroom at                                
St. Clair Catholic.  This includes both print and digital resources for Grades 1 to 4.  Resources for Grades 5 to 8 are                    
being developed.  The digital platform engages the 21st Century learner in knowing and living their faith.  This                      
platform also: 
 
 Promotes a sense of belonging  — The digital component of this program connects all members of our family of 

faith — by providing clarification and common understandings of Church teaching that can be accessed from any 
electronic device at any time of day.  This shared understanding enhances communication throughout our Board and 
enables us to celebrate our faith more fully in communion with one another. 

 
 Strengthens Home/School Connection — Students are able to access the student resource whenever and wherever, 

as long as they have access to the internet.  This means that students who need to review the text can log on and have 
the material read to them either at home or in the classroom.  

 Students and families can access:  
 The Student e-Text; 
 All the multimedia (organized by unit and by media type) videos, songs, activities, bible stories, prayers of 

the Church, an Image Gallery and Faith Journeys; 
 A message from our Bishops; 
 Extra features for parents/caregivers include “This Week at Home” and Sacramental Content. 

 
 Cross Curricular Connections — Explicit cross-curricular connections are made throughout the program. 
 
 Fosters Parish Connection — The Parish Portal is available with the digital platform.   Each parish will receive 

resources which allow our Pastors to have access to the materials that are being taught in our classrooms.  
  
 Inquiry — Throughout the program, students are given opportunities to ask questions and reflect on their 

faith.  With the digital component, short video clips are woven throughout and serve as invitations to students to      
engage in critical thinking and questioning. 

 
To download a copy of the Growing in Faith—Growing in Christ brochure, go to: 
http://assets.pearsoncanadaschool.com/asset_mgr/current/201720/GIFGIC_Brochure.pdf 


